For immediate release:

Children from disadvantaged backgrounds have 94% increased confidence in reading after joining
Doorstep Library

Children’s literacy charity Doorstep Library has launched its first Impact Report. At a time when the
Coronavirus pandemic and a year of lockdown has had such a devastating effect on children we
know that our home-reading service is working.
In 2020 we commissioned the social enterprise Future Proof Impact and Purpose to compile a
detailed impact report, looking at how we at Doorstep Library achieve our broader aims.
Here’s what we found out:






94% of children report an increased confidence in their reading
70% of volunteers agree that the children they support are now more ready for nursery or
school
58% of volunteers observe parents continuing to read with their children in between sessions
69% of families have attended services or activities Doorstep Library has signposted to them
97% of children rated their visits as ‘Really Good’ or ‘Great’

To carry out this report we reviewed the project data we capture and more than 120 surveys were
completed by parents, volunteers and our young readers. To supplement this, interviews were
conducted with parents and volunteers to gain an additional level of insight into the issues faced by
those involved and the outcomes realised. The final report looks not just at the changes we see in
the children we visit, but it also paints a picture of the landscape we operate in.
Katie Bareham, Director, Doorstep Library said: “We are delighted to launch our first Impact Report
and the results speak for themselves. We see the value of the work we do every day, with every
child and every visit, but it is important for us to be able to communicate that broadly to others. This
report shows the positive impact that our home-reading service has on children and families in
disadvantaged areas.
Doorstep Library has been around for 10 years now and we are growing. We don’t just bring books
and share stories, we also encourage family bonding and community engagement. We aren’t just
there for a quick fix. We visit families for as long as we’re needed and that’s how we know we are
creating change that will last a lifetime.

With the Prime Minister announcing ‘emergency’ plans to improve children’s reading standards after
the shocking impact of the Coronavirus pandemic on literacy, and the rapidly increasing educational
attainment inequalities – we know our services are never more needed.”

Read the full report here: Doorstep Library Impact Report
-ENDS –

For further information contact Henri Yoxall on 07887 651 285 or email at:
henrietta@doorsteplibrary.org.uk
Notes to Editors.
About:

Doorstep Library is a not-for-profit community led organisation dedicated to bringing the gift of books
and the joy of reading directly into the homes of children across London who need our support. With
one in four 11 year olds leaving primary school unable to read or write properly, we recruit and train
home and online-reading volunteers to go into some of the most disadvantaged areas of London to
help introduce young children (aged 0-11 years) to the pleasure of reading.
We use books to fuel children’s natural love of stories, fire their imaginations, and encourage their
appreciation of reading. Our ultimate goal is to help them develop the self-confidence and essential
skills they need to access all the opportunities that will come their way in life. Our projects not only
improve literacy and confidence in children, but also increase family wellbeing and bonding through
the joy of sharing stories. This kind of individually tailored support enables us to help prepare children
for school and broaden their opportunities in life.
Watch our multi-award winning film #WordsTakeYouPlaces here: http://bit.ly/DoorstepLibraryFilm
Future Proof Impact Ltd and Future Proof Purpose CIC are a social enterprise who believe that by
committing to better ways of working social and sustainable outcomes can be achieved today and
tomorrow. Since 2012 they have been working with some amazing charities and socially focused
organisations; measuring the change they bring about, deepening the outcomes they achieve and
connecting their impact to their story. Delivering against their own social commitment, their award
winning GoSketch project has boosted wellbeing, educational and social outcomes for more than
4,000 young people since 2016 working in partnership with sports, education and corporate partners
across the UK.
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